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Dear fellow Rotarians, 
 We all known that the quality of education in government schools is not up to 
the mark. Despite many initiatives, India is still home to the world's largest population 
of illiterate people. Till date, most students -- even in the fifth grade -- do not know 
how to read. 
 "Of the 480 million children in India, only a minuscule portion goes to the main-
stream schools while the rest of the children go to the state schools," . 
Taking a small step towards educating the government school kids, we in Rotary in-
tends  transform the lives of many children by distributing Tab to the students of Gov-
ernment School. 
 On implementing this program, we  will be a nation where education will be a 
meaningful experience that will empower each one. With this mission, we want to 
build a moment of teacher leaders who can re-imagine their classroom.  
 We in Rotary  strongly believe that in order to provide access and exposure to 
our children, technology is the key game changer,"  
 Our district team led by our energetic Governor Rtn. Ranganath Bhat has taken 
initiative by joining hands with Public TV to distribute Tabs to the Govern-
ment schools in our district. It is learnt that Chief Minister of Karnataka and 
education minister have shown interest in this project and have assured to 
do the needful.  
 I wish by implementing this project the deprived children of Govern-
ment schools can be benefited what the private school children are enjoying 
  

Yours in Rotary 
P Raghavendra,  President  

 
 
We celebrate the birthdays of … 
Rtns. Devarao on 15th, and Shridhara Bhat (no snap) on 16th, of November    
and the wedding Anniversary of … 
Vanishree I - Girish S on 16th of November 
 

 
Conveys our Special Greetings to them on these 
special occasions.  
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Of the things we think, say or do 
1. Is it the truth ?     

2. Is it fair to all concerned ?  3.   Will it build goodwill 
and better friendships ?   4. Will it be beneficial to all 

concerned ? 
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Gallery Link: https://sites.google.com/site/rotarysurathkalgallery/ 

The week that was.. 
  
 We have ar-
ranged to  a pro-
motional seminar 
on self employ-
ment in associa-
tion with VIRAT, 
Surathkal, Pra-
nava Charitable 
trust, Mangalore, 

Moolatva Foundation& 
Chartable trust, Manga-
lore for 13trh Nov from 
9.30 am to 5.00 pm.  
 
 
 
 

Dr Aravind Bhat,  
Secretary 

 
 
 
Rotary in the News: 
 
Udayavani on 26 June and Vi-
jayavani on 27th published 
newsclips on the honoring of 
Venugopal pai and Umesh 
Devadiga, who were the good 

Samaritans who helped feed the poor and desti-
tute of the area with contribution from our club 
mem-
bers. 
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On 13th January 2014  

India was officially  

declared as Poliofree.  
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 Highlights of RI Board Decisions - September 2020 

 The RI Board of Directors meeting was held virtually on 28–30 September 2020. At this 
meeting, the Board reviewed 8 committee reports and recorded 32 decisions. 
Club and District 
 The Board received a report on membership trends that included, as of 1 July 2020, a 
membership total of 1,174,890 Rotarians (down 14,576 members from 2019) and a total of 36,159 
clubs (up 269 clubs from 2019). 
Programs and Awards - The Board 
 to promote diversity in Rotary leadership positions agreed, effective with the next recruit-
ment cycle, to remove the past governor qualification from all regional leader positions and that 
one gender should not constitute more than 60 percent of the speakers at Rotary International and 
zone meetings; 
 agreed to the development of a three-year detailed implemen-
tation plan for a new Rotary committee structure that streamlines Ro-
tary committees, eliminates overlap of committee duties, adds more 
joint committees with The Rotary Foundation, and provides numerous 
changes to committee terms of reference, among other structural 
changes; 
approved creation of an Interact Advisory Council, comprising current 
Interactors, recent Interactor alumni, and a director liaison—on a one-
year pilot basis—to advise the Board on Interact-related matters; 
 encouraged those districts certified to participate in Rotary 
Youth Exchange that are planning to resume short-term Youth Ex-
change in October 2020 and/or long-term Youth Exchange in January 
2021 to use the Developing a Crisis Management Planand further en-
couraged districts certified to participate in Rotary Youth Exchange to 
explore options to conduct virtual exchanges in accordance with 
the virtual Rotary Youth Exchange guidelines; 
Meetings 
 The Board accepted the proposal of Districts 5830, 5890, and 
5910 to host the 2022 Rotary International Convention on 4–8 June 
2022 in Houston TX, USA. 
Administration and Finances—The Board 
 elected Larry Lunsford, Mark Daniel Maloney, and Akira Miki to be Rotary Foundation trus-
tees beginning 1 July 2021; 
 agrees that, in light of the ongoing global COVID-19 pandemic, to qualify as “Rotary-
funded travel” for the remainder of calendar year 2020, the travel must be essential to Rotary’s 
business operations and defined essential travel as travel that is mission-critical for Rotary busi-
ness and 
 cannot be conducted without in-person interaction or without visit(s) to  specific location(s); 
for which the purpose and intended outcomes are dependent upon the presence of the funded 
traveler(s) at the in-person meeting/location; 
 and further agreed that Rotary-funded, essential travel includes: travel by the president, 
president elect, trustee chair, and their spouses; travel related to the Polio global initiative; 
travel by volunteers whose attendance is required where the meeting/event cannot accomplish its 
goals or be successful without the in-person presence of that traveler (for example, travel by a con-
vener to an event is essential, while travel by a particular speaker to an event is not essential; 
spouse or partner travel to an event, other than the convener’s, is not considered essential); 
travel by students and Rotary Peace Fellows who have secured proper documentation to enter 
their intended destination country or to return home;travel by a director within his or her own coun-
try to the extent permitted by applicable local governmental regulations; travel by a governor within 
his or her district to the extent permitted by applicable local governmental regulations; 
 agreed that personal travel shall not be allowed in conjunction with any Rotary-funded trav-
el through 31 December 2020. 

 
Source: Rotary International, Courtesy: eFlash_Rotary Kalamassery 

http://on.rotary.org/CrisisPlan-EN
https://www.rotary.org/en/rotary-and-coronavirus-impact-frequently-asked-questions#youth_exchange
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The right click—but  

At the wrong time  

Changing your terms for others 
 

 My wife called, 'How long will you be with that newspaper? Will you  come here and make your 
darling daughter eat her food? 
 I tossed the paper away and rushed to the scene. My only daughter, Sindu, looked frightened; 
tears were welling up in her eyes.   In front of her was a bowl filled to its brim with curd rice. Sin-
du is a nice child, quiet and  intelligent for her age. 
 I picked up the bowl. 'Sindu, darling, why don't you take a few mouthful of this curd rice? Just 
for Dad's sake, dear'.  Sindu softened a bit and wiped her tears with the back of her hands. 'Ok, Dad. 
I will eat - not just a few mouthfuls, but the whole lot of this. But, you should...' Sindu hesitated...... 
'Dad, if I eat this entire curd Rice, will you give me whatever I ask for?' 
 'Promise'. I covered the pink soft hand extended by my daughter with mine, and clinched the 
deal. 
 Now I became a bit anxious. 'Sindu, dear, you shouldn't insist on getting a computer or any 
such expensive items. Dad does not have that kind of money right now. Ok?' 
 'No, Dad. I do not want anything expensive.' Slowly and painfully, she finished eating the whole 
quantity. I was silently angry with my wife and my mother for forcing my child to eat something that 
she detested. 
 After the ordeal was through, Sindu came to me with her eyes wide with expectation. All our 
attention was on her. 
 'Dad, I want to have my head shaved off, this Sunday!' was her demand. 
 'Atrocious!' shouted my wife, 'A girl child having her head shaved off? Impossible!' 
 'Never in our family!' My mother rasped. 'She has been watching too much of television. Our 
culture is getting totally spoiled with these TV programs!' 
 'Sindu, darling, why don't you ask for something else? We will be sad seeing you with a clean-
shaven head.' 
 'Please, Sindu, why don't you try to understand our feelings?' I tried to plead with her. 
 'Dad, you saw how difficult it was for me to eat that Curd Rice'. Sindu was in tears. 'And you 
promised to grant me whatever I ask for. Now, you are going back on your words.  
 "Was it not you who told me the story of King Harishchandra, and its moral that we should hon-
or our promises no matter what?'It was time for me to call the shots. 'Our promise must be kept.' 
 'Are you out of your mind?' chorused my mother and wife. No. If we go back on our promises, 
she will never learn to honour her own. Sindu, your wish will be fulfilled.' 
 With her head clean-shaven, Sindu had a round-face, and her eyes looked big and beautiful. 
 On Monday morning, I dropped her at her school. It was a sight to watch my hairless Sindu 
walking towards her classroom. She turned around and waved. I waved back with a smile.  
 Just then, a boy alighted from a car, and shouted, 'Sinduja, please wait for me!' What struck 
me was the hairless head of that boy. 'May be, that is the in-stuff', I thought. 
 A lady got out of car and came to me. She said 'Sir, your daughter Sinduja is great indeed! 
That boy who is walking along with your daughter is my son, Harish. He is suffering from... leukemia'. 
She paused to muffle her sobs.  
 'Harish could not attend the school for the whole of the last month. He lost all his hair due to 
the side effects of the chemotherapy. He refused to come back to school fearing the unintentional 
but cruel teasing of the schoolmates. 
...... Sinduja visited him last week, and promised him that she will take care of the teasing issue..... 
 "But, I never imagined she would sacrifice her lovely hair for the sake of my son! Sir, you and 
your wife are blessed to have such a noble soul as your daughter.' 
 I stood transfixed with tears 'My little Angel, you are teaching me how selfless real love is!' 
 The happiest people on this planet are not those who live on their own terms but are those who 
change their terms for others! 

Take your time. It is quite confusing 


